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This is the leader’s guide, with answers in italics.  Answers should be omitted for any study group, and blank spaces used, so that the Scriptures can be looked up, and learners can “discover” answers.

Some Scriptures that can help us cope with events that are larger than our capacity to understand them are the following:
1. Acts 17:24-28: God is in control of everything.  He determines the geographical and temporal boundaries of nations.  His purpose is always that people should seek for Him.













2. I Timothy II: 1-5: God directs us to keep our nation and all rulers in prayer.  What are we supposed to ask for?  A social climate that will allow us to live quietly and peacefully, and pursue noble purposes.





  













Why are we supposed to ask for this--what is God's purpose? So that people will have an opportunity to live godly lives,(see above) for it is God's desire that all people will be saved, through finding the Truth; that is, through finding Jesus.















3. God gives Christians a unique perspective on events.  What attitude does He

want us to have? Colossians 3:1-4: He wants us to focus on heaven, not on our lives   on earth.  As the Living Bible puts it, we “should have as little desire for the things of this world as a dead person does."  The implication here is that what awaits us, as Scripture puts it elsewhere, "is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand."








Romans 8:18: What we suffer, here on earth, for our faith, is not even worthy to be considered in the same breath, with the awesome life that awaits us.  By inference, other suffering, also, which is not directly connected to a profession of faith, is also not worthy to be compared with the glory God has prepared for us in what Paul calls, "The life that is real."













Matthew 6:34: Don't worry about what might happen in the future.  The future belongs to God.  Live one day at a time.  This goes along with Matthew 10:29,30, which tells us that even one insignificant sparrow cannot fall to the ground without God's permission, and that God is intimately aware of, and in charge of, every detail of our lives.  For a Christian, there are no "accidents"--i.e., nothing can happen to us without God's permission.  But we know that, whatever may come, it will have the ultimate effect of turning out for our good.  (See Romans 8:28.)










Luke 12:4,5: Make the fear of God, and your life in heaven, your primary concern.  Don't be afraid of those who are able to hurt you only physically.

Romans 8:28, Romans 8:38: Nothing can separate us from God's love.  He has us in the palm of His hand, and He will turn everything that happens to us into a good
 result for us.

4. How can we have peace of mind in the middle of turmoil? What action does God tell 

us to take? Philippians 4:6-8: Tell God about your needs.  Thank Him when He answers your prayers.  Then, expect peace of mind.  Further, replace pessimistic thoughts with thoughts that focus on positive things, especially things of the spirit.  Do these things, and, God promises, you will, indeed, experience a peace that transcends your ability to understand it.

For study on your own: Psalm 37, Psalm 27: 1-3.

We can have peace, even though we cannot understand events.  Isaiah 57: 1, 2: 

" . . . Kind men are swept away, and nobody understands . . ."

Luke 12:32: "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom".

We need to take care to differentiate between God's permissive will and God's direct will.  The story of Job clearly illustrates that Satan can do nothing without first obtaining God's permission.  Similarly, Jesus said to Peter, "Simon, Simon, Satan sought [permission] to have you, to sift you like wheat . . ." (Luke 22:31)  And if not one sparrow falls to the ground without God's permission, Jesus tells us, we ought to recognize that we are worth more than many sparrows; i.e., how much more, then,  He will  take care of us.

  I Thessalonians 4: 13-18:  What does God want us to remember when we lose a loved one? 
























The main thing Christians need to remember is that we are secure in the love of Christ, and that, although Scripture provides us with some insights into God’s purposes, in the final analysis, there are many things that we will not understand, even after studying the Word.  We take comfort in Jesus’ promise: “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”
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